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like	 condition	 or	 spleen	 pain.	 Some	 of	 the	 symptoms	 can	 be	 associated	 with	 currently	 known	





It	 is	 commonly	 assumed	 that	 pig	was	 domesticated	 in	 the	 period	between	
the	9th	and	the	6th	millennium	B.C.1,	even	though	the	evidence	from	archaeozoo-
1	 	Domestic	pig	(Sus scrofa f. domestica)	is	descended	from	a	wild	boar,	a	widespread	species.	
Originally,	it	appeared	throughout	Europe,	Asia,	all	the	way	to	Java	and	northern	Africa.	The	fol-
lowing	division	of	wild	boars	 into	 two	groups	 is	most	often	 repeated	 in	 the	 sources:	1)	western	
wild	boar	(Sus scrofa ferus),	living	in	Western	and	Central	Europe;	2)	eastern	wild	boar	(Sus scrofa 
cristatus),	present	in	Eastern	Europe	and	South	Asia.	The	oldest	remains	of	domesticated	pigs	come	
from	Cemi	Hallan,	 a	 site	 dated	 to	 the	 9th/8th	millennium	B.C.	 See	M.	Rosenberg,	M.R.	Nesbitt,	
R.W.	Redding,	T.F.	Strasser,	Hallan Çemi Tepesi: Some preliminary observations concerning early 















mented	in	Rerum risticarum libri III	by	Marcus	Terrentius	Varro.	The	Roman	au-
thor	noted:	quis enim fundum colit nostrum, quin sues habeat, et qui non audierit 
patres nostros dicere ignavum et sumptuosum esse, qui succidiam in carnario[s] 




Cf.	M.	Rosenberg,	M.R.	Nesbitt,	R.W.	Redding,	B.I.	Peasnall,	Hallan Çemi, pig husbandry, and 
post-Pleistocene adaptations along the Taurus-Zagros Arc (Turkey),	“Paléorient”	1998,	vol.	24(1),	
pp.	25–41;	A.	Ervynck,	K.	Dobney,	H.	Hongo,	R.	Meadow,	Born free? New evidence for the sta-
tus of Sus scrofa at Neolithic Çayönü Tepesi (Southeastern Anatolia, Turkey),	“Paléorient”	2001,	
vol.	27(2),	pp.	47–73.
2	 	Remains	of	pigs	dated	to	11,400	B.C.	have	been	discovered	in	Cyprus.	Cf.	J.-D.	Vinge,	
A.	Zazzo,	J.-F.	Saliège,	F.	Poplin,	J.	Guilaine,	A.	Simmons,	Pre-Neolithic wild boar management 
and introduction to Cyprus more than 11,400 years ago,	 “Proceedings	of	 the	National	Academy	
of	Sciences	of	the	United	States	of	America”	2009,	vol.	106(38),	pp.	16135–16138.
3	 	This	concerns	the	wild	boars’	presence	and	peoples’	willingness	to	undertake	domestication.	
See	G.	Larson,	K.	Dobney,	U.	Albarella	[et	al.],	Worldwide Phylogeography of Wild Boar Reveals 
Multiple Centers of Pig Domestication,	“Science”	2005,	vol.	307(5715),	pp.	1618–1621;	E.	Giuf-
fra,	 J.M.H.	Kijas,	V.	Amarger,	Ö.	Carlborg,	 J.T.	 Jeon,	 L.	Andersson,	The Origin of the Domes-



















Economic	 significance	 of	 pigs	 is	 confirmed	 by	 the	works	 of	 agronomists,	
encyclopedists,	 and	 veterinarians	 on	 breeding,	 feeding,	 and	 reproduction10.	
The	 sources	 also	 report	 information	 regarding	meals	made	 of	 pork11	 and	 their	
role	as	sacrificial	animals.	Some	works	also	address	the	issues	of	diagnosing	dis-
eases	and	treatments	of	pigs.	While	analyzing	the	Roman	agronomic	works	and	
veterinary	handbooks	written	between	 the	2nd	 c.	B.C	and	 the	5th	 c.	A.D.,	 it	be-
comes	clear	that	diseases	and	means	of	treating	other	farm	animals,	and	horses	
in	particular,	were	significantly	more	often	described.	This	is	interesting	because	








In	 ancient	 times	 pigs	were	 herd	 both	 in	mountainous	 areas	 as	well	 as	 on	
plains.	Areas	overgrown	with	oaks,	cork	trees,	beech	trees,	terebinths,	wild	olives,	
and	wild	fruit	 trees,	etc.,	were	considered	as	particularly	valuable13.	It	was	also	
Data for Pig Breed in Roman Italy,	“American	Journal	of	Archaeology”	2001,	vol.	105,	pp.	649–
673;	E.	Champlin,	The Testament of the Piglet,	“Phoenix”	1987,	vol.	41(2),	pp.	174–183.
8	 	The	Suovetaurilia	 required	a	sacrifice	to	gods.	See	Y.	Hamilakis,	E.	Konsolaki,	Pigs for 






































In	his	work	Columella	 initially	describes	 the	signs	of	fever	 in	pigs17.	They	
were	 identical	 to	 the	 case	 described	 by	 Palladius,	which	was	 characterised	 by	
14	 	Col.	7.8.7.
15	 	K.	Wolny,	Pastwiskowy chów świń,	“Hodowca	Trzody	Chlewnej”	2009,	no.	1,	pp.	32–35.	
Cf.	K.	Filus,	Badania warunków zoohigienicznych i wyników chowu świń utrzymywanych w chlew-
niach i na pastwisku,	“Acta	Academiae	Agriculturae	ac	Technicae	Olstenensis.	Zootechnica”	1998,	
vol.	48,	pp.	55–61;	K.	Szulowski,	W.	Iwaniak,	M.	Welner,	J.	Złotnicka,	M.	Szymajda,	Z.	Zaręba,	
















from	 the	4th	 century,	was	 to	 indicate	 the	 fever20.	On	 the	basis	 of	 the	described	
symptoms,	it	is	difficult	to	unequivocally	determine	what	kind	of	disease,	in	this	
case,	the	Roman	breeders	were	dealing	with.	In	itself	the	fever	is	not	a	medical	
condition,	but	 it	 accompanies	many	of	 them	as	one	of	 the	 symptoms.	The	 tilt-
ing	of	the	head	to	the	side	and	coordination	disorder	–	described	in	the	work	–	

















by zakaźne zwierząt,	part	3: Choroby trzody chlewnej z elementami zoonoz,	Lublin	2004,	pp.	65–67.
22	 	Listeria monocytogenes	 is	 a	 facultative	 anaerobic	 bacterium.	 Infection	 with	 bacterium	
causes	 listeriosis,	a	disease	which	 is	dangerous	 for	both	animals	and	people.	 It	 is	 found	all	over	
the	world,	particularly	in	countries	with	a	temperate	climate.	Listeria	spreads	quickly,	being	found	
in	 excrements,	 manure,	 soil,	 sewages,	 surface	 waters,	 and	 plants.	 See	Listeria. Listeriosis,	 eds.	
E.T.	Ryser,	E.H.	Marth,	New	York	1999;	V.	Ramaswamy,	V.	M.	Cresence,	J.S.	Rejitha,	M.U.	Le-
kshmi,	K.S.	Dharsana,	S.P.	Prasad,	H.M.	Vijila, Listeria – review of epidemiology and pathogenesis, 
“Journal	of	Microbiology,	Immunology	and	Infection”	2007,	vol.	40(1),	pp.	4–13;	A.	Jurkiewicz,	
W.	Olszczak-Momot, Listeria monocytogenes jako problem zdrowia publicznego, “Medycyna	Ogól-
na	i	Nauki	o	Zdrowiu”	2015,	vol.	21(1),	pp.	29–32;	E.	Wałecka-Zacharska,	J.	Bania, Listeria mono-

































E.M.	Galińska,	T.	Nagas,	M.	Trela,	K.	Anusz,	 J.	 Zagórski,	Środowiskowe zagrożenia biologicz-




30	 	Col.	7.10.3	cf.	Pallad.	14.36.4.	Both	 sources	noted	 that	 asafoetida’s	 stem	was	 supposed	
to	be	tied	with	a	linen	string	and	it	should	necessarily	touch	the	sick	animal’s	throat.	Some	schol-
ars	associate	asafoetida	with	silphium.	See	A.	Bartnik,	Silphium: „tajemnicza” roślina na mone-
tach starożytnej Cyreny,	“Magazyn	Numizmatyczny”	2016,	no.	42,	pp.	5–12;	K.	Łuczak,	Silphium 
z Cyrene. Skarb antycznej medycyny,	 “Kwartalnik	 Historii	 Kultury	 Materialnej”	 2015,	 no.	 63,	
pp.	1–14;	A.	Drozd-Lipińska,	K.	Łuczak,	Silphium – cudowny lek od Apollona dla starożytnego 
miasta Cyrene,	[in:]	Czystość i brud. Higiena w starożytności,	eds.	W.	Korpalska,	W.	Ślusarczyk,	
Bydgoszcz	 2013;	W.S.	Wright,	 Silphium Rediscovered,	 “Celator”	 2001,	 vol.	 15(2),	 pp.	 23–24;	


























the	 age	 of	 sick	 animals.	Age	 remains	 an	 exceptionally	 significant	 factor	 in	 di-
agnosing	the	disease	because	the	porcine	vomiting	and	diarrhoea	attacks	young	
33	 	M.	Truszczyński,	Z.	Pejsak,	Choroba obrzękowa świń, z uwzględnieniem osiągniętego po-
stępu,	“Medycyna	Weterynaryjna”	2014,	vol.	70(7),	pp.	387–390;	P.	Wróbel,	Escherchia coli i cho-
roba obrzękowa,	“Hoduj	z	Głową	–	Świnie”	2014,	no.	4,	pp.	42–45.
34	 	The	 disease	 is	 particularly	 dangerous	 for	 piglets	 between	 the	 3rd	 and	 14th	week	 of	 life.	
Quickly-growing	 and	well-fed	 animals	 get	 sick	 the	most.	Among	 the	 sick,	 the	 following	 neural	




Z.	Gliński,	K.	Kostro,	Choroby…,	p.	107.	Cf.	M.A.	Tarasiuk,	Choroba obrzękowa – problem nadal 






zakaźne i parazytozy trzody chlewnej. Podstawy żywienia, odporność, patologia, terapia zoonoz,	
Lublin	2008,	pp.	212–213.




Sytuacja epizootiologiczna choroby Aujeszkyego u świń w Polsce,	 “Życie	Weterynaryjne”	 2011,	
no.	86,	pp.	272–275.	Cf.	G.	Wittmann,	H.-J.	Rziha,	Aujeszky’s Disease (Pseudorabies) in Pigs,	[in:]	






It	 is	also	not	possible	 to	unambiguously	 rule	out	 the	porcine	 infectious	gastro-
enteritis,	which	makes	pigs	of	all	group	ages	sick41.	The	lack	of	appetite,	men-
tioned	in	the	next	part	of	the	article,	sadness	and	severe	diarrhoea,	together	with	
the	above-mentioned	vomiting	can	 suggest	 that	 the	Romans	were	dealing	with	
the	porcine	gastroenteritis	coronavirus42.	The	disease	attacks	animals	of	all	ages,	













In	 the	case	of	Opus agriculturae	 the	most	 interesting	 fragment	 seems	 to	be	
the	one	 in	which	 the	author	described	 the	weight	 loss,	 lack	of	appetite,	and	also	
falling	asleep	that	was	similar	to	a	coma46.	In	accordance	with	Palladius’	account,	
39	 	Z.	Gliński,	K.	Kostro,	Choroby…,	p.	114.	Cf.	K.	Andries,	M.	Pensaert,	Vomiting and Wast-
ing Disease, a Coronavirus Infection of Pigs,	“Biochemistry	and	Biology	of	Coronaviruses”	1981,	
vol.	142,	pp.	399–408.
40	 	M.	Truszczyński,	Z.	Pejsak,	Epidemiczna biegunka świń, zagrożenie dla Europy,	“Życie	
Weterynaryjne”	2015,	no.	90,	pp.	360–363.
41	 	Z.	Pejsak,	M.	Truszczyński,	Choroby świń o dużej dynamice szerzenia się oraz nowo odkry-
wane patogeny,	“Życie	Weterynaryjne”	2014,	no.	89,	pp.	920–923.




43	 	K.	Gliński,	K.	Kostro,	Koronawirusowe zapalenie żołądka i jelit [TGE],	“Trzoda	Chlewna”	
2002,	vol.	40(10),	pp.	86–91.
44	 	Col.	7.10.4.	Cf.	Pallad.	14.36.5.
45	 	M.	Truszczyński,	Z.	Pejsak,	Biegunki świń wywoływane przez wirusy warunkowo choro-









the	virus	 through	direct	 contact	with	 the	excreta,	blood	of	 infected	animals,	 and	














and	wild	boars.	 It	 is	 included	 in	 the	group	of	 the	most	dangerous	diseases	of	pigs.	Until	 recent-
ly,	it	was	found	wherever	pigs	were	bred.	The	virus	which	causes	the	disease	belongs	to	Pestivi-
rus	genus,	the	group	of	Flaviviridae.	The	virus	most	frequently	enters	the	body	through	nose	and	
the	 tonsils	 remain	 the	main	gateway	for	 it.	The	 infection	 is	also	possible	 through	 the	respiratory	
system,	wounds,	undamaged	conjunctiva,	and	animal	 reproductive	organs.	See	Choroby zakaźne 
zwierząt…,	pp.	279–280.	Cf.	V.	Moennig,	G.	Floegel-Niesmann,	I.	Greiser-Wilke,	Clinical Signs 
and Epidemiology of Classical Swine Fever: A Review of New Knowledge,	“The	Veterinary	Journal”	
2003,	vol.	165(1),	pp.	11–20.
49	 	P.	Lowings,	G.	Ibata,	J.	Needham,	D.	Paton,	Classical swine fever virus diversity and evo-
lution,	“Journal	of	General	Virology”	1996,	vol.	77(6),	pp.	1311–1321.	Cf.	M.	Beer,	K.V.	Goller,	





volves	rodents,	birds,	and	dogs.	See	R.	W.	Loan,	M.M.	Storm,	Propagation and transmission of hog 
cholera virus in non-porcine hosts,	“American	Journal	of	Veterinary	Research”	1968,	vol.	29(4),	
pp.	807–811.
51	 	Z.	 Pejsak,	A.	 Lipowski,	Problemy związane ze zwalczaniem klasycznego pomoru świń 
w Europie,	“Życie	Weterynaryjne”	2008,	no.	83,	pp.	561–563.
52	 	Pallad.	14.36.6.
53	 	V.	Moennig,	G.	 Floegel-Niesmann,	 I.	Greiser-Wilke,	op. cit.	 Cf.	V.	Chander,	 S.	Nandi,	
























Columella	 also	 mentioned	 that	 pigs	 often	 suffered	 from	 spleen	 pains61.	
According	to	him,	the	disease,	which	attacked	mainly	in	the	summertime,	could	
54	 	Col.	7.10.5.	Cf.	Pallad.	14.36.7.	It	probably	refers	to	Cucumis anguinus	L.	=	Trichosanthes 
cucumerina	L.	Cf.	R.	Armstrong,	Vergil’s Cucumber: “Georgics” 4.121–2,	“The	Classical	Quarter-
ly”	2008,	vol.	58(1),	pp.	366–368;	J.H.	Kirkbride,	Biosystematic monograph of the genus Cucumis 























and	consuming	 too	much	food,	 including	apples,	 is	a	 threat	 for	 the	health,	and	
even	life,	of	animals,	but	it	is	questionable	whether	it	contributed	to	problems	with	
spleen.	Although	 it	 is	doubtful	 that	only	 the	fruits	caused	 the	above-mentioned	
disease,	we	cannot	rule	out	other	factors.	It	is	likely	that	in	this	case	the	spleen	
pains	could	have	been	caused	by	one	of	the	parasites	in	the	body,	i.e.	tapeworm	












64	 	H.	Lis,	K.	Górski,	Bąblowica – echinokokoza świń,	 “Życie	Weterynaryjne”	2012,	no.	87,	
pp.	241–242;	M.	Nakao,	D.P.	McManus,	P.M.	Schantz,	P.S.	Craig,	A.	Ito,	A molecular phylogeny of the 
genus Echinococcus inferred from complete mitochondrial genomes, “Parasitology”	2007,	vol.	134(5),	
pp.	713–722;	J.	Eckert,	P.	Deplazes,	Biological, epidemiological, and clinical aspects of echinococ-
cosis, a zoonosis of increasing concern,	“Clinical	Microbiology	Review”	2004,	vol.	17,	pp.	107–135.
65	 	S.	Nowak,	Bąblowica wielojamowa: od pierwszego opisu Virchowa do transplantacji wą-
troby,	“Acta	Medicorum	Polonorum”	2015,	vol.	6,	pp.	14–21.
66	 	The	 disease	 is	 caused	 by	 two	 types	 of	 tapeworm	 1)	 single-chamber	 tapeworm,	 typi-
cal	of	dogs;	2)	multi-chamber	 tapeworm,	 typical	of	 foxes.	Mature	 forms	of	 these	 tapeworm	live	
in	the	bodies	of	carnivorous	forest	animals.	Tapeworms’	eggs	are	found	in	water,	soil,	or	on	forest	
fruit,	etc.	contaminated	with	excrements	of	sick	animals.	See	A.	Lass,	B.	Szostakowska,	P.	Myjak,	
K.	Korzeniewski,	Fresh fruits, vegetables and mushrooms as transmission vehicles for Echinococ-
cus multiocularis in highly endemic areas of Poland: Reply to concerns,	“Parasitology	Research”	
2016,	vol.	115,	pp.	3637–3642;	S.	Nowak,	op. cit.;	J.	Popow,	Bąblowiec wielkokomorowy wątroby 
i płuc,	“Wiadomości	Parazytologiczne”	1959,	vol.	5(6),	pp.	563–567.
67	 	M.	Samorek-Pieróg,	J.	Karamon,	T.	Cencek,	Echinococcus granulosus – globalny problem 
zoonotyczny oraz możliwości diagnostyki inwazji u zwierząt,	 “Medycyna	Weterynaryjna”	 2016,	
vol.	72(12),	pp.	728–734;	H.	Lis,	K.	Górski,	op. cit.
68	 	The	treatment	is	used	in	people.	The	complete	recovery	is	achieved	in	30%	of	sick	patients,	
while	 in	 the	 remaining	70%,	one	can	observe	 the	 reduction	of	 the	cysts’	 size.	See	D.	Bielińska-	
-Ogrodnik,	M.	Lichodziejewska-Niemierko,	M.	Żurawska,	Bąblowica wątroby u chorego diagnozo-



























69	 	 M.	 Skuza,	 T.	 Stachowicz-Stencel,	 Ocena przydatności diagnostyki ultrasonograficz-
nej w różnicowaniu zmian ogniskowych wątroby,	“Forum	Medycyny	Rodzinnej”	2015,	vol.	9(4),	
pp.	318–325.
70	 	Plin.	HN.	8.206.
71	 	Mentions	regarding	rabies	appeared	already	in	 the	Mesopotamian	sources,	 i.e.	 the	Laws	
of	Eshnunna,	 the	 disease	was	 also	mentioned	 by	Hippocrates	 (Pror.	 1.16),	Aristotle	 (Arist.	HA.	




(Cas. Fel. med.	73),	Oribasius	(Ecl. Med.	117.1,	117.2–4,	117.7–9),	Pelagonius	(405),	Vegetius	Re-
natus	(Art. Vet.	3.31),	Aetius	of	Amida	(Aet.	6.1)	and	Paul	of	Aegina	(5.3.2).
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Jedną	 z	 najskuteczniejszych	metod	 ich	 zapobiegania	 było	 zachowanie	 odpowiednich	warunków	
zoohigienicznych,	z	czego	zdawano	sobie	sprawę	w	starożytnym	Rzymie.	Wielu	ówczesnych	auto-
rów	to	podkreślało.
Słowa kluczowe:	starożytny	Rzym;	choroby;	świnie;	gorączka;	obrzęk	podgardla;	wymioty
